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A new species of Boehmeria, B. tosaensis, is described from Kochi Prefecture, 
Shikoku, Japan. The species is similar to B. gigantea Satake in having paniculate male 
inflorescences at the axils in the lower part of stems and ovate leaves, but differs in hav¬ 
ing less hairy stems and leaves and the smaller, thinner leaves with truncate to roundly 
truncate base and long acuminate apex. Furthermore, B. tosaensis has narrowly lanceolate 
bracts in male inflorescences. The chromosome number is 2n = 42. The pollen stainabili- 
ty is over 96.7 %. 
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Boehmeria tosaensis Miyazaki & H.Ohba. 
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Table 1. Pollen stainability of Boehmeria tosaensis (locality: Japan. Shikoku: Kochi Pref., Tosa-shi, Usa-cho, Ryu) 


Samples 

No. of pollen grains 
per anther 

No. of stained 
pollen grains 

Stainability (%) 

A-l 

8067 

8015 

99.4 

A-2 

5827 

5757 

98.8 

A-3 

7880 

7795 

98.9 

B-l 

7419 

6825 

92.0 

B-2 

5988 

5660 

94.5 

B-3 

7853 

7679 

97.8 

C-l 

6994 

6833 

97.7 

C-2 

7163 

7020 

98.0 

C-3 

6089 

5585 

91.7 

Average 

7031 

6797 

96.7 
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Boehmeria tosaensis Miyazaki & H.Ohba, sp. 
nov. [Fig. 1] 

Boehmeriae giganteae Satake affinis, sed 
caulium foliorumque sparse pilosis (praecipue 
petiolo nervis primariisque nec dense velutinis) et 
foliorum laminis magnitudine minoribus cum 
laminis 14-20 cum nec 22-26 cm longis, basi 
truncatis vel rotundato truncatis, apice longissime 
acuminatis, bracteis maris inflorescentiae anguste 
lanceolatis 1.5-2 mm nec 5 mm longis notabilis. 

Perennial herb, stems 1-1.5m tall, 7-10 mm 
wide, erect, round, brownish, sparsely pilose. 
Leaves opposite at least in lower part of stem, 
herbaceous, petiolate; petiole 3-12 cm long, 
sparsely minutely pilose, brownish; blade widely 
ovate to ovate, apex long acuminate, base trun¬ 
cate to rounded-truncate, 14-20 cm long, 10-15 


cm wide; upper surface smooth, bright green, 
sparsely pilose; lower surface glabrous except for 
along midvein and main lateral veins with dense 
ascending brownish hairs; margins coarsely cre- 
nate with 15-20 teeth on each side; teeth uni¬ 
form, triangular, almost simple, rarely duplicate 
in upper margins in larger leaves. Inflorescences 
axillary, slender, shorter than leaves, 8-12 cm 
long; female ones simple, spicate with a chain of 
many glomes; male in lower part of stems, 
paniculate, branches 8-10, 4-5 cm long; glomes 
2-3 mm wide; bracts narrowly lanceolate, 1.5-2 
mm long, ca. 1 mm wide. Flowers July to 
August. Chromosome number 2n = 42. 

Type: Japan. Shikoku: Kochi Pref., Tosa-shi, 
Usa-cho, Ryu. Aug. 10, 1992. T. Miyazaki s. n. 
(TI holo & iso). 

Distribution. Japan. Shikoku (Kochi Pref.), en¬ 
demic. In sunny to semishaded mesic places 
along forest margins. 

This species is similar to Boehmeria gigantea 
Satake in having paniculate male inflorescences 
at the axils in the lower part of stems and ovate 
leaves much longer than the inflorescence. It dif¬ 
fers from B. gigantea in its the less hairy stems 
and leaves (particularly, it lacks dense velvet 
hairs on the petioles and midvein and main lateral 
veins on the lower surface of the lamina), the 
smaller, thinner leaves. The leaves of B. tosaensis 
have a truncate to roundly truncate base and a 
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long acuminate apex. Its narrowly lanceolate normal sexual reproduction, 
bracts are ca. 2 mm long in male inflorescence. 

The 96.7 % stainability of the pollen grains in B. Reference 

tosaensis suggests it might reproduce through Satake Y. 1936. Boehmeria japonica. J. Fac. Sci. Univ. 

Tokyo, Sect. 3, Bot. 4: 467-542. 



